
Oakgrove Integrated College scooped three of the top prizes at this yearôs BT 

Young Scientist & Technology competition.  The students Megan Duffy and Zoe 

McGirr won accolades of ñBest Schoolò & ñBest Projectò in Northern Ireland and 

second place, Biology. 

The event, held at Dublinôs RDS from January 9 ï 12, involved projects by 541 

schools who had been short-listed out of over 1800 entries from all over the 

country. 

The project aimed to develop better methods of harvesting seeds from crops.  

The harvested seeds are replanted by farmers in developing countries. After 

three days of presentation and rigorous judging, the verdict brought success to 

Oakgrove in each of three categories.   

Oakgroveôs project won the University of Ulsterôs Specialist Prize for Best      

Project in N. Ireland  as well as coming second in the category Junior Biology  

and finally bringing home the Matrix Award for the Best Overall School in 

Northern Ireland . 

Ms Gilmore said, ñJust being accepted to as prestigious an event as the BT Young 

Scientist was achievement enough but, when the girlsô names started to be called 

out and for multiple awards, 

we could hardly contain our-

selves! The girls worked so 

hard so, to have that acknowl-

edged with such success, 

shows just what Oakgrove  

pupils can do with the right 

focus and support.ò 
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The call from Oakgrove -  òEverybody is Somebodyó 

During the week beginning the 19 November, Oakgrove took part in Anti -Bullying Week. Our school was 
chosen by the Northern Ireland Anti -Bullying Forum to help advertise the weekôs activities. You may have 
seen the photos in some of the local or regional newspapers. 

 

As a school, we had taken the decision to focus on the growing problem of cyber -bullying. We broadened 
the focus to explore our concerns over young peopleôs safety online. Year 8 and Year 10 pupils had a talk 
from the local organisation ñNexusò.  Year 10 & Year 11 pupils will have a further talk on personal safety 
and identity theft in January.  

 

It is a good idea for parents and carers to be alert and vigilant when their child is using the computer. 
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre have an excellent website for advice on these 
matters. You can even report abuse through their site  www.ceop.police.uk.    Remember the schoolôs 
Pastoral Care policies, including the anti-bullying policy, are available on the Oakgrove College website, or 
on request through the school office.  

 

To coincide with our activities for Anti -Bullying week, a poster competition was held on the theme of 
keeping safe online. 

Oakgrove Integrated pupils Jacob Duffy and Katrina Boryczka,  

promote the theme for anti -bullying week, òEverybody is Somebodyó. 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/


 

Peace One Day  
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Year 12 Drama students led the special annual assembly for Year 8 to introduce them to Peace One Day, 
the day set aside by the United Nations since 2001 to call for a global ceasefire.   

 

Oakgrove students have explored the journey made by Jeremy Gillet in persuading governments to spon-
sor the resolution which led to the declaration of the day.  This year saw the countdown to the day begin 
with the concert in Ebrington Square on June 21, a day observed in Oakgrove as Healing Through Re-
membering, to commemorate all whose lives were lost because of conflict in Northern Ireland.  After the 
assembly, a daffodil bulb is planted for each new student to the school.  Students are asked to make a 
pledge to do something to increase peace in their lives and their community.  

 

 

Baker Institute For Peace And Conflict Studies  
Current and past pupils joined Mr Harkin in addressing an international conference on ñDivided Societiesò.  
The event was held jointly in venues in Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland.  Oakgroveôs panel was 
commended for the range of experiences given for putting the principles of reconciliation into practice as 
a daily experience for students and staff together.  Other contributors explored the history of the Peace 
Process, and its current status; the Middle East and hopes for reconciliation; as well as showing a special 
performance of the latest Theatre of Witness performances in which the cast explore together their expe-
rience of conflict. 
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Lego Robotics competition  

 

This was Oakgroveôs first time entering this competition.  The team had to build a robot to complete a 
number of challenging tasks on the day.  They also had to present in front of judges about robot design 
and the challenges they faced during the build. What a way to spend an hour after school, playing with 
Lego and building robots.  For more information ask any member of the team or see Mr Middleton in 

Room 45. 

 

  

The First Lego League team making last minute  

adjustments to their robot for the competition.  

 

Team members are Ryan McGrath, 

 Vikas Ram, Callum Canning and  

James Huenestein.  Well done boys!   

St Columbõs Park House Project 

 
Six Oakgrove students were selected for a project organised by St Columbôs Park House.  The six, Lorcan 
Jackson-McLaughlin, Emily Blackburn, Chloe Thompson, Aoife Ward, Puja Attul and Jordan Nash were se-
lected as part of a city -wide campaign.  They began the programme of activity by working with others 
over four days in a residential at the Corrymeela Community in Ballycastle. 

Oakgroveõs 21st year! 
To mark the twenty -first year of Oakgrove Integrated College, a series of 
events have been planned to celebrate the progress made in that time to 
achieve a more integrated and peaceful community.  The plans, entitled ñSteps 
to a Culture of Peaceò are timed to mark the calendar year leading up to the 
21st anniversary of the official opening of the school on Human Rights Day, 
December 2013.  The year will also tie in with Derry -Londonderryôs year as UK 
City of Culture, and the emphasis on efforts to build relationships which lead 
to lasting peace will address the key aim of the City of Culture Year, to pro-
mote ñpurposeful inquiryò.  Anyone who would like to help with organising an 
event should contact the school office. 
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Remembrance Sunday  
 

Several Oakgrove students were part of the many organisations who laid wreaths on 
Remembrance Sunday. They were joined by other students and staff who observed the 
proceedings.  This followed a whole-school assembly which explored the challenge and 
importance of reflecting on events like Remembrance in a way which respects the many 
views within an integrated school.  Oakgrove has heard the views of many parents and 
students over the years, and welcomes these.   

Further information about this and other aspects of integration are available from Mr 
Harkin. 

 

Community Presentation of òA Wee Tasteó 
 

Following the success of community plays shown at Oakgrove as part of the PACT project funded by the 
IEF, Oakgrove worked with Sole Purpose Productions to show  ñA Wee Tasteò to an audience from across 
the city.  The play brings home to young people and concerned adults the issues which can arise from 
alcohol use among the young, and especially the example set by adults.  Students and parents spoke pos-
itively of the impact of the performance, and enjoyed the Drink Think provision of alcohol-free drinks in 
the Common Ground afterwards, giving them a chance to reflect together on the message of the play.  

 

 

The Rivers of the World  

 
Oakgrove Integrated College are taking part in the Rivers of the World 
project. Rivers of the World is a flagship art and education project for the 
Mayorôs Thames festival. The project connects classrooms and links 
schools. Our partnership school is The Sacred Heart Language College in 
London. During the project pupils from Oakgrove learnt about their part-
nership school and the river Thames.   

 
10D took part in the Rivers of the World project 2012 and their theme 
was ñPolluted Riversò. The artist they worked with was Teresa Poyntz. 
Teresa Poyntz is a textile artist who employs a variety of techniques to 
create pieces that are quite sculptural in nature. Colour and texture are 
of paramount importance in her work and she has communicated this 
through felt making and mixed media techniques in two work shops with 
the class.  

 

ñI thought the workshop was fantastic and seeing our finished work 
makes me feel really proud.ò   

Sean Devine 10D. 


